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S’porean nominated to
bureau of UN’s top
climate science body

If elected in July, he
will contribute to
strengthening
climate action

Cheryl Tan

For the first time, Singapore has
nominated one of its climate sci-
entists, Associate Professor Win-
ston Chow, to the bureau of the In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) to serve as a co-
chair for the United Nations’ top
climate science body.

The IPCC publishes a series of
reports that assess the scientific
basis of climate change, its impact
and future risks, as well as possi-
ble options for countries to cut
their greenhouse gas emissions
and implement the necessary ad-
aptation measures.

This helps governments to de-
velop climate-related policies and
contribute to global climate action
under the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change.

Prof Chow is nominated to the
IPCC Bureau as a developing
country co-chair, where he will
contribute to Working Group 11 fo-
cusing on the impact of climate
change on the planet, and possible
adaptation measures, for the up-
coming seventh assessment re-
port cycle (AR7), which will com-
mence in July, said the Ministry of
Sustainability and the Environ-
ment (MSE) on Monday.

The 34-member IPCC Bureau
provides guidance on the scientif-
ic and technical aspects of IPCC
assessments and gives advice on
management and strategic issues.
Elections will be held in July.

“Given his extensive experience
in this field, Prof Chow is well
qualified to contribute to advanc-
ing the science of climate change,
and shape practical recommenda-
tions on how governments and so-
cieties can effectively adapt to cli-
mate risks and enhance climate
resilience,” said MSE.

This is particularly so “given
that the IPCC has decided to in-
clude a Special Report on Cities
and Climate Change in the AR7 cy-
cle, which is an area in which he
has done much research and field
work”, it added.

Prof Chow said: “If elected, T will
do my utmost to build on the work
of past IPCC reports and contrib-
ute to strengthening climate ac-
tion over the next climate assess-
ment cycle.”

IPCC reports are published ev-
ery six to seven years, to ensure
that the scientific aspects of cli-
mate change are continuously up-
dated according to the latest avail-
able data. This would also ensure
more accurate predictions of fu-
ture climate scenarios, such as ex-
pected temperature rise from
global warming, for example.

Each report comprises content
from three working groups. Aside
from Working Group II, Working
Group I looks at the physical as-
pects of climate change, such as
temperature rise, while Working
Group 111 focuses on ways to miti-
gate climate change.

There are also special reports
that zero in on particular issues,
such as the ocean and its related
ecosystems, as well as the links
between climate change and land.
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MINISTRY OF SUSTAINABILITY AND
THE ENVIRONMENT, on Associate
Professor Winston Chow's
nomination to the IPCC Bureau as a
developing country co-chair, where
he will contribute to Working Group
Il focusing on the impact of climate
change on the planet, and possible
adaptation measures, for the
upcoming seventh assessment
report cycle, which will commence in
July.

Prof Chow, who is an associate
professor of urban climate at Sin-
gapore Management University’s
College of Integrative Studies, has

been actively involved in contrib-
uting to the IPCC reports, which is
now in its sixth assessment report
cycle (AR6).

He was a lead author for the
chapters titled “Cities, Settle-
ments and Key Infrastructure”
and “Cities and Settlements by the
Sea” as part of the Working Group
1T reports, which looked at the im-
pact of climate change on urban
infrastructure and coastal cities,
as well as possible adaptation
measures.

To ensure that climate change
data and scenarios used in the
IPCC reports are transparent, con-
sistent and of high quality, Prof
Chow is also a member of the pan-
el's Task Group on Data Support
for Climate Change Assessments.

Aside from his work with the
IPCC, much of Prof Chow’s re-
search work centres on climate
change risk and vulnerability in
urban cities, with a focus on
adapting to and mitigating heat,
especially in island cities like Sin-
gapore.

Since 2017, he has been helming
the Cooling Singapore initiative,
where various research groups
work together to develop solu-
tions to address the perennial ur-
ban heat problem here.

Prof Chow said: “In this assess-
ment cycle (AR6), my IPCC col-
leagues and 1 have worked tire-
lessly to ensure that the assess-
ment reports accurately reflect
the escalating risks to lives and li-
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velihoods if we exceed the 1.5 deg
C threshold.

The AR6 Synthesis Report was
launched on March 20 - bringing
together the findings from six ma-
jor reports since 2018 — to high-
light the challenges humanity
could face if action is not taken ur-
gently, as well as to provide a
handbook for nations to pursue
sustainable development.

As the team of global scientists
puts together the upcoming AR7
report, Prof Chow said the world’s
climate challenges will soon be
“manifold and complex”.

This underpins the need for go-
vernments to “take urgent actions
to combat climate change, en-
hance climate adaptation, and
minimise the impacts and risks to
societies”, he added.

MSE said that Prof Chow’s lea-
dership role in the IPCC Bureau
could play a part in Singapore’s ef-
forts to contribute to global coop-
eration and advance international
climate science.

In addition to participating in
the IPCC plenary sessions, Singa-
pore hosted the IPCC AR6 Synthe-
sis Report Scoping Meeting and
the 57th session of the IPCC Bu-
reau Meeting in October 2019.

Singapore also hosted senior
IPCC officials and authors in 2014
for a presentation and discussion
of key findings and implications
for South-east Asia.
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